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REFLECTIONS 

O  N  T  H  E 

PRESENT  WAR,  &Pc. 

O  T  H I N  G  is  more  true,  nor 

o$o  o$o 

§§  N  H  more  eafily  proved  by  innume- 
rable  Examples,  than  that  Pre¬ 
judice  has  at  all  Times,  like  a  falfe  Mir- 
rour,  inverted,  magnified  or  extenuated 
at  Pleafure,  Objedts  and  Fadts,  which  at 
other  Times,  when  uninfluenced  by  that 
magick  Paffion,  would  glare  upon  us  in 

B  their 
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their  native  Colours.  Every  one  is  defi- 
rous  of  excepting  himfelf,  but  there  is 
not  one  amongft  us,  who  could  not  rea¬ 
dily  point  out  many  Inftances  of  this  a- 
mongft  his  friends  and  Acquaintance, 
whole  Reafon  he  has  feen  betrayed  by  this 
deluding  Paffion.  Extending  our  Views 
from  private  to  publick  Scenes,  we  fhall 
find  whole  Nations,  at  other  Times  re¬ 
markable  for  Candour  and  Juftice,  under 
the  fame  baneful  Influence ;  a  Diftemper 
the  more  difficult  to  root  out,  as  almoft 
the  very  firft  Symptoms  of  it  flop  our  Ears, 
to  every  Argument  that  might  undeceive 
us.  The  Feaver  mu  ft  be  paft  its  Height 
before  any  Remedies  will  take  effedt :  Per- 

m  * 

haps  there  never  was  a  Period  in  our  Hif- 
tory,  wherein  an  impartial  Obferver  would 
point  out  fo  many,  and  fuch  ftrong  In- 
ftances  of  national  Prejudices  fo  long  kept 

up, 


% 
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up,  as  have  prevailed  amongft  us  fince 
the  Commencement  of  the  prefent  War. 
Our  natural  Sincerity  makes  us  perhaps 
more  liable  to  this  Delirium  than  any  o- 
ther  Nation  :  A  Minifter  may  for  a  Time 
be  allowed  to  fan  the  Fire,  which  is  often* 
necefiary  to  him,  even  beyond  its  juft 

#  *  •  r  r 

Bounds  ;  but  the  fame  Hand  which  kin¬ 
dles  the  Flame,  fhould  likewife,  when  the 

r  •  r  4  r 

chief  Objedt  is  attained,  at  a  proper  Time 
reftrain  its  Ardour.  At  all  Times  the 
Man  of  Candour  cannot,  methinks,  with¬ 
out  Regret,  fee  his  Country-men  accufed 
with  too  great  Reafon,  of  lavilhing  with- 

*  *f 

out  Diftindtion,  the  mold  injurious  and  op- 
probious  Language  on  every  Addon  of  our 
Enemy’s  Condudt,  whilft  they  fhamelefsly 
extol  the  very  fame  or  worfe  in  their  al¬ 
ly  :  while  he  approves  the  Alliance  with 
Prufjia ,  he  will  not  think  it  neceffary  to 

B  2  take 
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take  Part  in  what  may  be  blameable,  in 
what  may  be  unjuftifiable  in  our  Ally. 
To  praife  or  difpraife  with  Juflice,  we 
fhould  firft  confider  in  what  Light  we 
fhould  view  the  fame  Actions  in  our  ene¬ 
mies  ;  and  where  it  is  probable  our 
Friendfhips  and  Enmities  may  in  Time 
be  changed,  it  is  flill  more  incumbent  on 
us,  if  we  would  avoid  the  Reproach  of 

V 

Levity  and  inconfiderate  Paflion. 

Accidental  Circumftances  have  made 
PruJJia  our  Ally  ;  thofe  removed,  our  Xn- 
tereft  will  ftand  as  before ;  Great  Conquefls 
by  PruJJia  could  alone  confirm  it  on  a 
lafling  Footing  $  at  prefent  it  is  evident 
to  impartial  Reflection ,  that  however 
furprizing,  however  glorious  for  the  King 
of  PriJJia  his  Victories  have  been  ;  how¬ 
ever  great  he  has  fhewn  himfelf  in  extri¬ 
cating 


\ 


eating  himfelf  almoft  beyond  Belief,  out 
of  Difficulties  in  which  fome  Checks,  and 
even  Defeats,  have  involved  him ;  it  is 
yet  evident,  I  fay,  that  though  he  fhould 
remain  in  Pofftffion  of  Silejia,  he  muff 
{till  be  at  the  End  of  the  War  more  ex- 
haufted  than  his  Antagonift.  The  extort¬ 
ed  Afliftance  of  Saxony  excepted,  his  Sub¬ 
jects  have  alone  been  obliged  to  oppofe, 
on  all  Sides,  the  confederate  Armies  of 
the  Empire,  Auftria ,  Sweden ,  and  of 
France ,  for  a  Time  :  Their  joint  LofTes 
have  probably  been  much  greater  than 
his,  but  he  muff  have  loft  infinitely  more 
Men  than  any  one  of  them  taken  fepa- 
rately :  His  Dominions  compofed  chiefly 
of  countries  deprived  of  commercial  Ad¬ 
vantages,  and  whofe  Soil  is  naturally  in¬ 
grate,  will,  in  confequence  of  this  Depo¬ 
pulation,  remain  many  Years  in  a  State  of 

Languor 
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Languor  and  Weaknefs  j  and  like  Sweden , 
after  having  made  Efforts  for  fome  Time, 
far  beyond  its  natural  Strength,  fink  a- 
gain  into  a  petty  State.  His  Enemy’s 
Territories,  more  rich  and  fruitful,  will 
much  fooner  recover  the  Loffes  fudained 
in  this  inveterate  War :  In  a  few  Years 
the  old  Jealoufies  between  France  and 
Anjlria  will  probably  be  revived  ;  and  as 
Fruflia' s  only  Hopes  and  Fears  mud  arife 
from  the  Aujlrian  Power,  he  mud  and 
will  undoubtedly  again  throw  himfelf  into 
the  Arms  of  France,  his  old  and  natural 
Ally.  Whenever  this  happens  (as  no 
doubt  it  will  in  the  Courfe  of  not  many 
Years),  it  is  to  be  wifhed  for  the  Honour 
of  this  Nation,  that  we  be  not  as  ready  to 
blacken  even  beyond  Reafon  thofe  very 
A&ions,  as  we  now  are  to  extol  them, 

without 


without  much  Regard  to  their  Confiftency 
with  Juftice  or  Humanity. 

How  differently  will  fubfided  Animo- 
fities  and  Peace  prefent  that  Monarch  to 
our  View  ?  The  great,  the  good,  the 
magnanimous  ,  the  Proteftant  King  of 
PruJJia ,  will  then  want  Something  more 
decifive  to  fupport  fuch  high  Pretentions. 
As  well  as  his  own  Subjects  we  lhall  be¬ 
gin  to  find  we  have  purchafed  his  Glories 
at  too  high  a  Price  :  But  when  we  fee 
him  again  united  to  our  Enemy,  will  he 
be  exempt  from  a  like  Reverfe  in  our  O- 
pinions,  as  the  Queen  of  Hungary  has 
been  fubjecft  to.  Even  his  moft  fanguine 
Admirers  would  then  perhaps  fee  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  Light,  as  well  his  pall:  Conduct,  as 
what  would  then  occur  to  their  Cenfure. 
They  would  then  perhaps  begin  to  fur- 

mi  fe, 
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mile,  that  that  Prince’s  Zeal  for  the  Pro- 
teflant  Caufe,  (if  however  it  be  true  that 
he  ever  pretended  it)  was  at  leaf!  fubfer- 
vient  to  his  Ambition,  if  not  merely  a 
Cloak  to  it.  They  would  then  perchance 
refled  that  a  Prince,  who  after  the  moft 

folemn  Treaties,  was  not  afhamed  to 
break  through  the  Tyes  of  Oaths  and 
Promifes,  not  once,  but  twice,  within  the 
Space  of  four  Years,  is  not  entitled  to  im¬ 
plicit  Belief,  when  he  aflerts  upon  pre- 
fumptive  Evidence  only  (for  the  Papers 
found  at  Drefden  prove  no  more  than  a 
defenlive  Alliance)  that  the  blacked  Con- 
fpiracy  was  formed  to  fir  ip  him  of  his 
Dominions  by  his  enterprizing  Neigh¬ 
bours,  whom  Fads  plainly  fhewed  not 
even  fufliciently  prepared  to  defend  them- 
felves.  Fads  confidercd  coolly  will  then 

ml 

perhaps  appear  fuch  flubborn  Evidences, 

as 
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as  even  the  royal  Word  of  a  King  cannot 

outweigh. 

✓ 

That  very  Year  in  which  the  general 
Attack  was  to  have  been  made  on  his 
Dominions,  Aujiria  and  Saxony  had  not 
in  Germany  100,000  men,  and  thofe  dif- 
perfed  ;  and  certainly  their  Dominions  re¬ 
quire  little  lefs  in  Times  of  the  profound- 
eft  Peace.  Ruffia  had  not  20,000  within 
an  hundred  leagues  of  his  Territories,  and 
thofe  too  muftered  to  fulfil  its  Engage¬ 
ments  with  England :  But  the  Prince  who 

.  t  O 

thus  trembled  for  his  Throne,  had  daily 
increafed  his  forces  fince  the  laft  Peace, 
and  had  then  adtualiy  •  180,000  of  the 
beft  dilciplined  Troops  in  Europe ,  en¬ 
camped  round  his  Capital,  and  ready  to 
march  at  a  Day’s  Warning  ;  a  Number  fo 

far  from  proportioned  to  the  Extent  of 

C  his 
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his  Dominions,  that  were  they  to  remain 
inadive,  his  whole  Revenues  could  not 
long  fupport  them  ;  nor  his  whole  terri¬ 
tories  fupply  with  Recruits  which  natural 
death  would  make  neceffary,  without  be¬ 
ing  depopulated  in  the  Courfe  of  a  no  very 
long  period. 

\ 

The  hoftile  manner  in  which  he  en¬ 
tered  Saxony  (the  mod  Proteftant  Country 
of  all  Germany') ;  his  feizing  upon  that 
whole  Country,  its  Revenues,  and  its 
Troops,  notwithflanding  the  Offer  of  a 
Neutrality,  which  at  fir  ft  he  Teemed  only 
to  defire,  together  with  all  reafonable  Se¬ 
curity  for  his  free  Paffage  (which,  by  the 
bye,  did  not  appear  fo  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  the  Pofleffors  of  Stlejia)  :  Thefe,  and 
many  other  as  extraordinary  Proceedings, 
may  then,  I  fay,  ftrike  us  in  a  different 

Light.' 
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Light.  What  {hall  we  fay  of  his  forcing 
that  unhappy  People,  without  Refpedt  to 
Perfons  or  Ranks,  to  ferve  in  his  Armies 
againft  their  Sovereign,  their  Friends,  and 
Allies  ?  What  fhall  we  fay  of  the  unpre- 
cedently  cruel  Methods  of  driving  them 
into  this  cruel  Servitude,  and  detaining 
them  there  ?  Of  before  unheard  of  Exac¬ 
tions,  as  arbitrarily  levied  ?  Of  merchants 
Books  and  Papers  feized,  and  themfelves 
caft  into  Dungeons,  to  fqueeze  the  lafl 
Penny  from  them  ?  Will  the  giving  up 
Bamberg  to  the  Mercy  of  his  licentious 
Soldiers,  for  two  fucceffive  Days,  at  ftated 
Hours,  with  all  the  Calmnefs  of  the  moffc 
bloody  Tyrant,  upon  the  moft  frivolous 
Pretext,  then  appear  juftifiable?  Or  ra¬ 
ther  will  it  not  appear  an  Adt  of  the  moft 
deliberate  Barbarity  ever  exercifed  amongft 
Chriftians?  Shall  we  then  think  the  un- 

C  2  autho- 
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authorized  Exceffes  of  a  few  Cofacks,  in  a 
few  V  liiages  {fome  of  whom  we  know  to 
have  been  rigoroufly  punifhed  for  it),  out¬ 
weigh  the  fucceffive  and  more  cruel  as 
wcii  as  more  cxtcuiive,  Devaluations  of  fo 
many  Provinces  by  royal  Command  ?  The 
unhappy  Neceffides  of  War,  might  per¬ 
haps  have  juftified  the  Governors  of  Dres¬ 
den  and  Torgau ,  determined  to  defend 
their  Foils  to  the  laft,  in  burning  the 
Subui hs  of  chofe  I  owns  ;  but  within  few 
Hours  after  thole  noble  Feats,  they  quiet¬ 
ly  iurreudered  to  the  fir. ft  Summons.  A- 


waxened  from  our  preient  Prejudices, 
while  we  continue  to  admire  tiie  extenfive 
Genius  ol  uie  great  General,  we  may  per- 
liaps  nnd  iufficient  Reafon  to  diminilh  our 


Opinion  of  the  Man  5  and  the  mean  Re¬ 
venge  he  took  on  the  Houfes  of  Count 


Bruhl ,  may  pofiibly  make  us  queftion 

whether 
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whether  he  even  poffefles  all  the  Quali¬ 
ties  of  a  Hero.  Such  are  the  Sentiments 
with  Regard  to  that  Monarch’s  Conduit, 
which  perhaps  even  his  mod:  fanguine 
Admirers  will  fcarce  defend  themfelves 
from,  as  foon  as  he  fhall  again  become 
the  Ally  of  France,  and  confequently 
our  Enemy. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  my  Readers  will 
pofiibly  pronounce  me  an  open  and  de¬ 
clared  Enemy  to  our  prefent  Meafures 
and  Alliances.  But  I  mu  ft  tell  them, 
that  though  I  do  not  doubt  the  Prudence 
of  the  Motives  which  induced  our  Rulers 
to  enter  into  this  Connection  with  Frujjia , 
I  cannot  think  it  neceftary  to  extol  his 
every  Aition  at  the  Expence  of  Truth 
and  Juftice ;  much  lefs  can  I  think  it  in¬ 
cumbent  on  us  to  facrifice  Conquefts, 

which 
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which  our  own  Abilities  properly  exert¬ 
ed,  have  won  us,  in  Compliance  with 
the  Ambition  or  Obftinacy  of  a  Prince, 
who  mud:  neceffarily  in  a  few  Years  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Alliance  of  our  greated:  e- 
nemy. 

I  am  indeed  perfuaded  that  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  our  Affairs  at  that  Time 
required  our  accepting  of  that  Alliance, 
which  neither  the  general  Biafs  of  our 
Intereft,  nor  perhaps  even  Choice  made 
our  Miniftry  inclined  to.  It  fhould 
feem  at  lead:,  their  Sentiments  were  dif¬ 
ferent,  when  a  little  before  a  ftriCt  Alli¬ 
ance  was  renewed  at  Hanover  with  Hu- 
flria  and  RuJ/'ia,  prefumptively  at  lead: 
againd:  that  very  King  of  PruJJia  j  and 
by  which  a  Body  of  Ruflians>  (whofe  In¬ 
troduction  into  Germany  we  have  fince 

fo 
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ib  much  exclaimed  againd)  were  actu¬ 
ally  pre-ingaged  in  our  Service.  With¬ 
out  pretending  to  be  in  the  Secret,  one 
may  at  lead;  venture  to  form  fome 
Conjectures  on  the  Motives,  which  then 
induced  the  two  Powers  to  adopt  a 
Sydem  fo  contrary  to  their  former  al¬ 
liances. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  was  at  that 
Time  at  the  Head  of  the  mod  formid¬ 
able  and  bed  difciplined  Army,  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  mod  experienced  Gene¬ 
rals  then  in  Europe ,  himfelf  the  great- 
ed  General  of  them  all.  His  enemies 
were  comparatively  unprepared.  Elated 
with  the  ProfpeCt  of  the  Succefs  fuch 
an -Army  might  promife  him,  propor¬ 
tionable  Funds  fecured,  alone  wanting 
to  fecure  his  Superiority.  Should  Eng¬ 
land 
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land  lupport  Aufiria,  (as  it  certainly 
would  have  done,  had  he  continued  in 
the  Alliance  of  France )  he  knew  the 
Queen’s  vaft  Dominions,  rouzed  by 
Britijh  Gold,  would  fooner  or  latej: 
fupply  her  with  Forces  to  oppofe  his 
Progrefs,  whilft  his  own  would  dwin¬ 
dle  away  for  want  of  that  main  Spring 
of  War.  Hanover  too  lying  fo  near 
his  Territories  might  prove  a  dangerous 
Curb  to  his  Conquefts  in  Bohemia,  the 
Ruffians  well  paid,  would  be  an  endlefs, 
and  perhaps  then  adtive  Enemy.  France 
lay  at  a  vaft  Diftance.  Rapidity  was 
the  only  Security  for  his  Conquefts. 
Such  were  probably,  or  fome  at  leaftof 
the  prudent  Motives,  which  induced 
that  Politick  Monarch  fo  unexpectedly 
to  offer  us  his  Alliance. 

Hanover 


Hanover  was  threatened  with  an  In-* 


vafion  in  Confequence  of  our  Quarrels 
with  France ;  juflice  required  of  us  not 
to  fuffer  it  to  be  made  the  Vidtim  of  a 
War,  which  folely  belonged  to  England. 
FruJJia ,  as  a  Neighbour,  was  a  danger¬ 
ous  Enemy,  and  if  fuccefsful  elfewhere, 
(of  which  he  no  doubt  took  fome  Pains 
to  evince  the  Probability)  might  be  a 
no  lefs  powerful  Support.  Thefe  per¬ 
haps,  and  many  other  Confiderations, 
made  it  prudent  to  accept  the  profered 
Friendfhip  of  a  Prince,  who  mud  other- 
wife  be  an  Enemy  much  to  be  dread¬ 
ed.  We  ourfelves  were  at  that  fbame- 
ful  Period  feized  with  fuch  a  Panick, 
as  required  the  Support  (however  ima¬ 
ginary)  of  a  foreign  Alliance. 

Circumftances  are  now  once  more. 


D 


happily 
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happily  changed,  and  it  is  incumbent  on 
our  Minifters  to  confider  a-new,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Profecution  of  the  War  in  Con- 

.  H 

fequence  of  that  Alliance  (farther  than 
a  juft  Fidelity  requires,  which  fhould 
ever  be  inviolable)  may  not  prove  more 
prejudicial  than  conducive  to  the  Intereft 
of  this  Nation.  It  is  faid  (how  true  I 
know  not)  that  whilft  our  Affairs  were 
flill  in  a  languilhing  Pofture,  a  Conven¬ 
tion  was  entered  into  with  Pruffia^  not 
to  make  peace  without  his  abfolute  Con- 
fent  and  Concurrence.  It  was  likewife 
added,  that  that  Monarch  at  firft  pofi- 
tively  refufed  to  bind  himfelf  down  to 
fuch  Articles  with  a  People,  whofe  real 
Force  was  to  be  exerted  on  an  Element 
on  which  he  could  neither  aflift,  nor 
be  affifled  by  them  ;  but  that  after  re¬ 
peated  inftances  /0  6y  0,000  had  pre¬ 
vailed 
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vailed  over  thofe  Scruples.  Such  a  Re¬ 
port  Teems  to  have  been  meant  to  infi- 
nuate  to  the  Publick,  that  we  have  for¬ 
mally  bound  ourfelves  to  be  dependent 
on  the  Caprices  or  Fortunes  of  that 
Prince.  It  is  ufual  with  confederate 
Princes  at  War  to  oblige  themfelves  re¬ 
ciprocally  not  to  treat  with  the  Enemy 
clandeflinely  or  feparately,  but  to  offer 
Peace  conjointly,  and  fupport  as  much 
as  may  be  each  others  Claims.  With¬ 
out  fuch  an  Agreement  no  Confidence 
could  ever  fubfift  amongfl:  Allies :  But 
it  never  can  be  fuppofed  that  the  one 
fhould  be  under  an  Obligation  of  facri- 
ficing  at  a  Treaty,  the  Conquefts  it  may 
have  made,  to  repair  the  Lofles  of  the 
other  j  much  lefs  can  it  be  expedted, 
when  they  are  chiefly  fuppofed  to  adt 
on  different  Elements.  No  one  certainly 

D  2  can 
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can  fufpedt  the  great  Minifter,  who  now 
fits  at  the  Helm,  capable  of  fubjedting 
us  without  Neceflity  to  any  unufual 
Clogs  with  a  new,  and  I  think  I  may 
fay,  temporary  Ally,  whofe  Policy  he 
is  too  well  acquainted  with,  to  imagine 
him  romantick  enough  to  refufe  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  Offer,  to  repair  any  Loffes 
we  might  have  fuftained,  where  his 
Arms  could  be  of  no  Afiiftance  to  us. 
As  it  is  moreover  highly  probable,  that 
the  next  War  will  fee  him  again  united 
to  his  old  and  natural  Ally,  would  it 
not  be  a  ftill  greater  Folly  in  us  to  en¬ 
large  or  indemnify  his  Territories  at  the 
Expence  of  our  own  ?  We  have  hither¬ 
to  faithfully  adhered  to  all  the  Engage¬ 
ments  we  can  with  Propriety  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  entered  into,  by  generouf- 
ly  granting  him  the  largeft  Subfidy,  I 

believe, 
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believe,  ever  paid  to  any  foreign  Prince, 

j.  * 

and  recently,  by  a  considerable  Rein¬ 
forcement  of  Men,  even  at  the  Rifle  of 
our  Army,  for  whofe  Safety,  when  thus 
weakened,  we  have  no  other  Depen- 
dance  than  the  fuperior  Capacity  of  its 
Leader,  and  the  uncommon  Pufillani- 
mity  of  the  French.  Whatever  Difaft- 
ers  may  yet  befal  him,  our  powerful  In- 
terpofition  at  a  Treaty  will,  no  doubt, 
be  able  to  oblige  his  enemies,  already 
tired  with  a  ruinous  War,  to  confent 
to  reafonable  Terms:  More  we  lliould 
not  do,  nor  he  expedt. 

There  is  one  Method ,  however , 
which  occurs  to  me  (though  fuch  only 
as  are  long  converfant  in  the  Affairs  of 
Europe ,  can  with  Authority  decide  in 
fuch  Matters)  which  might  perhaps 

conciliate 
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conciliate  our  Engagements  with  that 
Prince,  both  with  our  prefent  and  fu¬ 
ture  Interefts.  As  numberlefs  Schemes 
and  Propofals  are  daily  offered  to  the 
Publick  for  a  future  Peace,  this  perhaps 
may  be  fuffer’d  at  leaf:  to  pafs  in  the 
Crowd. 

As  to  what  Part  of  our  American  or 
Weft- Indian  Conquefts  it  behoves  us  to 
retain,  or  what  a  prudent  Moderation 
fhould  incline  us  to  reftore,  I  think  has 
already  been  difcuffed  with  fo  much  E- 
legance  and  Juftnefs,  by  the  Author  of 
a  late  fenfible  Letter  to  two  Great  Men> 
that  I  fhall  not  venture  to  fay  any  Thing 
on  that  Head.  What  I  would  fuggeft, 
is,  that  fomething  dill  greater  than  the 
Prefervation  of  our  Ally  from  impend¬ 
ing  ruin,  might  perhaps  be  demanded. 
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as  the  Price  of  what  we  (hall  think  pro¬ 
per  to  reftore. 

Germany  is  on  the  Continent  the  only 
Power  capable  of  reftraining  and  keep¬ 
ing  in  awe  the  Ambition  of  France ,  and 
fet  Bounds  to  that  Third:  of  Conqueft, 
which  has  and  will  always  adtuate, 
more  or  lefs,  the  abfolute  Sovereigns  of 
fo  rich  and  powerful  a  Monarchy,  whofe 
numerous  Nobility  knows  no  other  Syf- 
tem  of  Life  than  that  of  War.  When¬ 
ever  there  is  any  Rivality  in  Germany , 
as  all  are  too  poor  to  carry  on  a  War 
with  their  own  Revenues,  the  one  will 
always  adhere  to  England,  whofe  Inter- 
eft  in  that  Cafe  is  to  affift  the  ftrongeft  ; 
and  the  other  of  courfe  feek  Support 
'  from  France,  whofe  invariable  Policy 
it  has  always  been,  not  fo  much  to  re¬ 
lieve 
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lieve  one,  as  underhand  to  deftroy  both. 
Experience  has  lhewn  us,  that  unlefs 
counter-balanced  at  vaft  Expence  of 
Britijh  Treafure  and  Blood,  France , 
when  joined  even  by  a  fmall  Part  of 
Germany ,  is  an  over-match  for  the  reft. 
The  prefent  Circumftances,  occafioned 
only  by  an  unparallelled  Depravation  of 
Government,  cannot  invalidate  a  gene¬ 
ral  Truth,  which  fo  many  Fadts  and 
Ages  have  eftablifhed. 

^  f  k  4 

The  greateft  Service  we  then  can 
render  to  Europe  and  ourfelves,  would 
be  to  find  fome  Method  of  terminating 
thofe  Jealoufies  and  Contentions  which 
have  always  fubfifted  between  the  rival 
Powers  of  that  Empire ,  by  making  it 
the  moft  immediate  and  prefent  Interefi: 
of  all  to  check  for  the  Future  the  over¬ 
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grown  Power  of  France ,  which  has  hi¬ 
therto  been  the  only  Gainer  by  their 
Difputes.  If  this  too  could  be  the 
Means  of  bringing  this  fanguinary  W ar 
to  a  fpeedier  Conclufion,  it  would  ftill 
be  more  worthy  of  the  humane  Policy 
of  Great  Britain . 

To  compafs  this  great  End,  I  fhould 
propofe  that  in  Exchange  for  Silejia , 
the  great  Objedt  of  the  Queen  of  Hun¬ 
gary  %  Views,  which  the  King  of  PruJ/ia 
fhould  cede  with  all  his  Claims  and  Pre- 
tenfions  to  her,  together  with  fome  rea- 
fonable  Indemnification  which  can  fcarce- 
ly  be  refufed  to  Saxony,  the  Emprefs 
Queen  fhould  make  over  to  him  all 
her  PofTeffions  in  the  Netherlands ;  Ter¬ 
ritories  fully  equal  in  value.  This  Ex¬ 
change  will  no  doubt  at  firfl  Sight  ap- 

E  pear 
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pear  ftrange,  and  perhaps  not  practica¬ 
ble  ;  but  if  duly  confidered,  it  might 
not  be  fo  difficult  to  bring  about,  if 
Great  Britain ,  in  her  prefent  trium¬ 
phant  Situation,  ffiould  ferioufly  make 
it  a  Point. 

Flanders ,  though  in  itfelf  fo  rich  [a 
Country,  has  hitherto,  I  believe,  if  Ac- 
eompts  were  fairly  Hated,  been  of  little 
or  no  Advantage  to  the  Aujlrian  Fami¬ 
ly.  Disjointed  by  fo  great  a  Diftance 
from  the  larger  and  more  valuable  Do¬ 
minions  of  that  Houle,  it  has  ferved 
only  to  embroil  it  in  unequal  Contefts 
with  France,  and  has  often  endangered 
its  total  Ruin.  With  a  View  of  mak¬ 
ing,  if  not  an  immediate,  at  leaf!  a  fu¬ 
ture  Conqueft  of  thofe  long’d-for  Pro¬ 
vinces  it  was,  that  France  fo  eagerly 
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joined,  to  difmember  the  Dominions  of 
the  prefent  Queen  of  Hungary ,  and  by 
no  means  out  of  pure  Friendfhip  to 
the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria  ;  and  for  this 
End  flie  knows  they  will  again,  after 
fome  Y  ears  of  Peace,  encourage  the 
King  of  PruJJia  to  attack  her.  Nay,  if 
in  Confequence  of  the  prefent  Sydem 
of  Alliance,  they  fiaould  take  her  Part 
in  another  War,  die  knows  the  mud: 
dill,  by  new  Ceffions  there,  purchafe 
their  faithlefs  Amity. 

Sikfia  extends  the  whole  Length  of 
Bohemia  and  Moraviay  and  joins  on  to 
Hungary ,  and  with  the  other  Auftrian 
Dominions  woujd  form  one  compadt 
and  extenfive  Kingdom,  fecured  from 
the  Enterprizes  of  her  prefent  Compe¬ 
titor,  whofe  Attention  would  be  drawn 

E  2  elfe- 


1 28  ] 

\ 

elfewhere.  That  Princefs  would  foon 
find  herfelf  more  powerful  by  the  Pof- 
fefiion  of  fuch  well-united  Territories, 
yndifturbed  by  Inroads  and  Hoftjlities, 
than  by  richer  fcattered  Provinces,  on 
all  Sines  claimed  and  envied  by  power¬ 
ful  Neighbours.  On  the  other  Hand, 
her  moil  fanguine  Expeditions  fo  often 
difappointed  in  the  prefent  War,  during 
which  the  P  ruffian  Monarch,  notwith¬ 
standing  repeated  Defeats,  has  yet  drawn 
fuch  Reiources  from  his  own  fuperiour 
Genius,  and  the  Valour  and  Confidence 

pf  his  Troops,  as  ever  to  keep  his  Vic¬ 
tors  in  awe,  and  leave  the  Fate  of  Si- 
lefui  as  yet  far  from  decided  j  Should  have 
by  this  Time  convinced  the  Emprefs 
Queen,  that  the  Ce/Tion  of  a  diftant, 
and  to  her  unprofitable  Territory,  is 
perhaps  yet  the  cheapefi  Rate  at  which 

flie 
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fhe  can  purchafe  that  valuable  Province, 
Nay,  it  is  probable  fhe  is  already  fatis- 
fied  of  the  fuperior  Value  of  Silefia  to 
her ;  if,  as  it  is  confidently  reported, 
lhe  has  already  agreed  to  yield  a  confi- 
derable  Part  of  Flanders  to  her  old,  and 
as  long  as  file  retains  any  of  it,  ftill 
fecret  Enemy,  to  procure  their  precari¬ 
ous  Afliftance  towards  re-conquering  Si- 
lejia.  Thefe,  or  fuch  like  Arguments, 
properly  and  forcibly  urged,  the  already 
experienced  Uncertainty  of  the.  Events' 
of  War  againft  a  daring  and  undifmayed 
Antagonifi;  her  Inability,  from  the 
difireffed  State  of  her  Finances,  of  pro- 
tradling  it,  fliould  her  firft  Efforts  in  an 
enfuing  Campaign,  be  baffled  or  delay¬ 
ed.  Thefe,  I  fay,  may  reafonably  be 
fuppofed  to  carry  fufficient  Weight  with 
them,  to  make  that  Princefs  hearken 
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to  fuch  Overtures,  which  tend  to  put 
her  in  Pofleffion  of  her  greateft  and  fa¬ 
vourite  Object ,  notwithftanding  any 
Machinations  of  France  to  the  contrary^ 
and  there  are  perhaps  fome  as  cogent 
Reafons  to  incline  the  King  of  Prujfia 
not  to  refute  thole  Conditions. 

Though  he  has  hitherto  defended 
himfelf  beyond  Belief,  he  mud  no  doubt 
be  fenfible  that  the  Lofs  of  mod  of  his 
bed:  Generals  and  Veteran  Soldiers,  the 
utter  Impracticability  of  recruiting  his 
Armies  in  Countries  already  almoft  en¬ 
tirely  depopulated,  the  fmall  Hopes  left 
of  purchafing  the  Neutrality  or  Inacti¬ 
vity  of  Rujia,  render  his  Situation  every 
Day  more  and  more  defperate,  fince  e~ 
ven  Victories  over  fuch  numerous  and 
formidable  Armies,  mutt,  in  a  fhort 

Time, 


Time,  cut  off  all  further  Refources  with 
the  Men  he  lofes  in  acquiring  them. 
The  Recovery  even  of  Saxony  (fhould 
he  be  able  to  compafs  it)  can  give  him 
but  flight  Hopes,  as  it  is  much  to  be 
queftioned  whether  the  Pofleffion  of  it 
during  the  Winter,  will  fufficiently  make 
him  amends,  for  the  many  Thoufands 
he  has  loft  in  the  Undertaking.  Such 

being  the  prefent  untoward  Situation  of 
his  Affairs,  it  is  probable  he  will  not  be 
fo  deaf  to  all  Accommodation,  as  to 
refufe,  in  Compenfation  for  the  preca¬ 
rious  and  difputed  Pofleflions  of  Silejia , 
the  peaceable  Surrender  of  one  of  the 
fineft  Countries  in  Europe  j  populous, 
rich  and  fruitful,  and  on  all  Sides  de¬ 
fended  by  Fortifications  of  great  Strength; 
a  Country  which  muft  fecure  to  him 
for  ever  fo  powerful  and  beneficial  an 

Alliance 
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Alliance  as  that  of  Great  Britain.,  which 
by  its  Proximity,  will  ever  be  at  Hand 
to  fhare  in  its  Defence.  Aujlna  even, 
now  his  implacable  Enemy,  would 
then  probably  be  reckoned  amongft  his 
Allies.  Flanders  once  alienated,  that 
Family  could  have  no  Views  nor  Hopes 
of  recovering  it,  and  having  no  other 
Subjedt  of  Contention  with  him,  (for 
Brandenburgh  will  not  excite  much 
Envy)  they  would  readily  feize  any  Op- 
poitunity  of  recovering  from  France 
thole  fine  Provinces,  which  it  has  gra¬ 
dually  extorted  from  them.  The  Pruf- 
Jian  Monarch  will,  no  doubt,  view  that 
Country  in  a  very  different  Light,  from 
what  it  appears  at  Vienna,  where  the 
Accompt  of  Debtor  and  Creditor  will 
certainly  fhew  the  Poffcflion  more  ho¬ 
nourable  than  advantageous.  Halber- 
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Jladt ,  Halle ,  La  Mareke  and  Cleves , 
form  a  Chain  which  eafily  connects  it 
with  his  German  Dominions,  and  ren¬ 
ders  t3ie  Infpedtion  and  Defence  of  it 
eafy.  Its  Angular  natural  Riches  and 
Advantages,  called  forth  and  improved 
under  the  Influence  of  fo  vigilant  and 
penetrating  a  Prince,  would  in  a  flhort 
time,  render  it,  no  doubt,  as  well  the 
moR  opulent,  as  the  mod  powerful  State 
of  its  Extent  in  Europe. 

As  to  the  Flemings  themfelves,  pro¬ 
vided  they  were  fufficiently  fecured  in 
their  ancient  Privileges,  and  eftablifhed 
Religion,  to  which  they  have  ever  been 
zealoufly  attached,  there  is  little  doubt 
but  they  would  think  themfelves  happy 
in  a  change  of  Mafters,  which  would 
give  them  the  Hopes  of  feeing  their 
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Prince  often  refiding  amongft  them,  and 
above  all  afford  them  a  reafonable  Prof- 
pedt  of  reviving  in  fome  Degree  their 
decayed  Trade,  the  chief  Profits  of 
which  have  been  fo  long  reaped  by  the 
Dutch. 

It  is  eafily  forefeen  indeed,  that  the 
ftrongeft  and  moft  vigorous  Oppofition 
will  be  made  to  this  Project  by  France 
and  Holland,  the  former  of  which  would 
thus  fee  a  new  and  formidable  Mound 
thrown  up  againft  its  ambitious  Views 
and  Projects  on  that  Side,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  a  confiderable  Branch  of  its  prefent 
Trade  once  more  returned  into  its  old 
and  proper  Channel.  But  if  we  conti¬ 
nue  to  preferve  the  great  Advantages 
we  have  fo  glorioufly  gained,  and  the 
Confent  of  the  other  two  Powers  is  ob¬ 
tained. 
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tained,  France  deferted  by  Aujlria ,  in 
its  prefent  low  Situation,  would  be  un¬ 
der  Neceffity  of  re-purchafing,  how  un¬ 
willingly  foever,  fome  Part  of  the  valu¬ 
able  Conquefts  we  have  made  on  it  by 
at  lead;  a  temporary  acquiefcence ;  and  I 
think  there  is  little  Reaion  to  apprehend 
that  the  King  of  Prujjia  would  not  be 
able  to  maintain  the  Pofleffion  once  ac¬ 
quired,  divided,  weak,  and  pulillani- 
mous  as  the  Dutch  now  are  ;  their  Op- 
pofition  unfupported  by  a  Land  Army, 
againft  the  united  Refolves  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Hanover ,  Frujjia  and  Aujlria, 
would  be  of  little  Importance.  The 
fame  Reafons  which  would  make  this 
Exchange  appear  fo  dreadful  to  the 
French ,  are  of  courfe  evident  Proofs  of 
the  real  Advantages  that  would  accrue 
to  England ,  from  it.  Befides  the  ge- 
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neral  Benefit  of  eftablifliin®  a  fufficient 

O 

Ballance  againfi  that  Power  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  this  Nation  would  have  a  parti¬ 
cular  Intereft  in  thus  drawing  its  Atten¬ 
tion  from  Naval  Affairs  to  the  Defence 
of  its  own  Frontiers. 

Some  Objections,  with  Regard  to 
our  Interefts  as  a  commercial  Nation, 
I  am  fenfible  will  be  ftarted  againfi:  this 
ProjeCl:  The  two  only  material  ones 
which  occur  to  me,  I  (hall  here  briefly 
endeavour  to  refute. 

Firjl,  It  will  be  objected,  that  by 
introducing  fuch  a  Prince  as  the  King 
of  Pruflia ,  ambitious,  enterprizing,  and 
aCtive,  into  Flanders ,  a  Country  fo  well 
calculated  for  Trade,  we  Ihall  let  up  a 
new  Rival  in  Commerce,  more  parti- 
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cularly  if  he  fhould  revive  the  Project 
of  an  Eaft -India  Company  at  Oft  end, 
as  his  endeavouring  it  even  at  Embden , 
fufficiently  fhews  he  wanted. 

To  this  I  fball  anfwer,  that  by  the 
fame  Treaty  which  puts  him  in  PofTef- 
fion  of  the  Netherlands,  we  may  ftipu- 
late  in  exprefs  Terms,  that  no  Ship 
from  any  of  its  Ports  fliali  ever  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  trade  into  that  Part  of  the 
World;  and  though  much  Fidelity  to 
Treaties  is  not  to  be  expeded  from 
Princes,  yet  the  Dread  of  lofing  our 
Support  and  Alliance,  and  the  fure  In- 
terpolition  of  the  concurrent  I ntercils  or 
all  the  trading  Nations,  will  be  .suffici¬ 
ent  Securities  for  the  Oblervance  of  this 
Article.  If  it  is  apprehended  that  Flan¬ 
ders  may  Hill  carry  on  an  evadve  Trade 

with 
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with  the  Eajl-Indies,  by  the  means  of 
the  already  eredted  Company  of  Emb- 

den  J  why  &ould  not  Eajl  Friezland  be 
ceded  by  the  fame  Treaty  to  Hanover , 
which  has  already  Pretenfions  to  it  ?  or 
may  it  not  at  lealt  be  included  with 
OJlend  in  the  Prohibition  ?  Thus  ex¬ 
cluded  from  all  foreign  Branches  of 
TYade,  Fiandct  s  would  polleis  no  other 
Commerce  than  that  which  anfes  from 
Its  own  Prod  tufts :  Thefe  are  at  pre¬ 
sent  either  exported  into  France ,  or  into 
other  Parts  of  Europe,  through  Holland, 
wnich  reaps  the  chief  Benefit  of  this 
i»ad^.  The  Commerce  of  our  good 
anu  faithful  Allies  the  Dutch  (whole 
pretended  Friendship,  by  the  by,  has 
perhaps  been  no  lels  detrimental  to 
England,  than  the  open  Enmity  of 
France)  will  indeed  receive  feme  De¬ 
triment 
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triment  by  this  Scheme :  Bat  it  is  to 
be  hoped  their  Behaviour  has  by  this 
Time  fo  well  opened  our  Eyes,  as  to 
warn  us  for  the  future  not  to  facrifice 
our  own  Advantages  to  their  Emolu¬ 
ments  ;  and  I  believe,  it  will  be  eafily 
granted  that  the  fame  Trade,  divided 

D 

betwixt  two  diftindt  People  of  different 
Interefts,  as  the  Dutch  and  Flemings 
will  then  be,  is  likely  to  be  lefs  preju¬ 
dicial  to  us,  than  when  wholly  ufurped 
by  one  Nation,  whofe  Commerce  is 
certainly  already  more  extenftve  than  is 
fuitable  to  our  Interefts. 

Secondly.  It  will  be  objected  that  the 
King  of  Pruffia ,  once  Matter  of  Flan- 
erst  and  equally  fuperior  to  others  in 
Politicks,  as  in  every  other  Thing,  may 
be  inclined  rather  to  enlarge  his  Domi¬ 
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nions,  by  feizing  upon  Holland  weak 
and  defencelefs,  than  by  ftruggling  with 
Difficulty  againft  the  Power  of  France t 
with  the  Profped  of  much  fmaller  Ac- 
quifitions ;  and  that  if  once  become 
Mallet  of  the  United  Provinces ,  and 
tliL.i  immenfe  Frade  and  Riches,  which 
he  would  apply  in  a  very  different  Man¬ 
ner  ft  om  what  they  now  do,  he  might 
render  himfelf  an  over-match  even  for 

the  united  naval  Forces  of  England  and 
France. 

i 

To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  France , 
as  well  as  Holland ,  ever  watchful  of  all 
his  Motions,  will  not  fail  to  exert  its 
whole  Power  in  defence  of  that  Re¬ 
public^  which,  if  fubdued  and  re-uni¬ 
ted  to  Flanders  and  his  other  Domi¬ 
nions,  under  fuch  a  Prince,  would  bid 

fair 
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lair  to  fliake  the  Monarchy  to  its  very 
Foundations.  We  too  Ihould  take  an 
equal  Alarm  at  the  very  Appearance  of 
fuch  an  Attempt ;  and  one  muft  indeed 
tuppofe  him  invincible  to  imagine  he 
could  ever  compafs  io  arduous  an  Un¬ 
dertaking  in  diredt  Oppofition  to  three 
fuch  formidable  Powers. 

Thefe  are  the  two  principal  Objections 
with  relpedt  to  our  commercial  Interefts, 
which  would  probably  be  railed  again  ft 
fuch  a  Scheme ;  and  I  fhould  think 
thefe  excluiive  even  of  many  other  Ar¬ 
guments  fufficient  to  obviate  them. 

Great  Britain ,  triumphant  and  fuc- 
cefsful  as  £he  has  of  late  been,  unrivalled 
Miftrefs  of  the  Seas,  and  by  her  Power 
and  Influence,  holding  in  her  Hands 
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the  Ballance  of  Europe  on  the  Continent, 
cannot  furety  make  a  nobler  ufe  of  the 
Bie things  which  Providence  has  heaped 
upon  her,  than  by  facrificing  fome  Part 
of  her  Conquefts  to  purchafe  for  all  Eu¬ 
rope  aSecurity  and  Tranquility,  which  it 
has  long  fought  for,  and  which,  Ihould  a 
Frederick  Hart  up  in  France,  would  Hill 
be  as  precarious  as  ever.  Can  this  be 
more  effectually  done  than  by  forming 
luch  a  Barrier  quite  round  that  power¬ 
ful  Kingdom,  as  may  henceforward  be 
a  fecure  and  fufficient  Curb  to  that  Luft 
of  Power,  and  Dominion,  which  has 

for  fome  Ages  threatened  the  Liberties  • 
of  all  Europe, 
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